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The officials are so ignorant and obstinate, that they will not
take the only effective course for avoiding the feared "disorders
and looting", viz, making common cause with the public and
stimulating production. Instead of recognizing the agitation
against foreign cloth as desirable and necessary, they regard it as
an evil to be put down. And then it is complained, that I call a
system which seeks to thwart healthy public agitation, Satanic.
Why should there be any dearth of indigenous cloth? Is there
not enough cotton in India? Are there not enough men and women
who can spin and weave? Is it not possible to manufacture
all the required number of wheels in a few days? Why should
not each home manufacture its own cloth, even as it cooks its own
food ? Is it not enough in times of famine to distribute uncooked
grain among the famine-stricken? Why should it not be enough
to distribute raw cotton among those who need clothing? Why
this hypocritical or false alarm about the dearth of cloth, when
it is possible in India to manufacture enough for India's needs
in a month even without the aid of the mills ? The people have
been purposely or ignorantly kept in the dark hitherto* They have
been wrongly taught to believe, that all the cloth needed cannot
be manufactured in India's homes as of yore. They have been
figuratively amputated and then made to rely upon foreign or
mill-made cloth. I wish the people concerned will give the only
dignified answer possible to these circulars. They will forth-
with burn or send out all their foreign cloth, and courageously
make up their minds to spin and weave for their own requirements.
It is incredibly easy for everyone who is not an idler.

BOGUS ADVERTISEMENTS

I continue to receive complaints about bogus advertisements
in swadeshi. The Manager of Satyagraha Ashram who has handled
almost all the so-called improvements and inventions, writes to say
that he has lately received an advertisement from Calcutta,
which beats all previous record. He is of opinion that as yet no-
thing has been found to beat the original charkha. in simplicity,
ease or output, and warns all spinners against investing in any
of the new designs. He advises all Congress Committees to scan
all such advertisements in their respective jurisdictions, and after
giving each machine at least a month's trial to pronounce an opi-
nion upon these designs. Whilst swadeshi is taking root, fraudu-
lent inventions are bound to come before the public. Congress
Committees therefore must guide it in all such matters.
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